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As animals continue to flood into shelters across the country, we realized we needed to be proactive in addressing pet
homelessness, and in 2022 we launched a fundraiser to construct a low-cost spay/neuter clinic. Just a few months later,
we were fully operating, and have neutered over 2,200 pets since then. With our newest program, Lean on Leon,
distributing surplus pet food to local food pantries, we never stop thinking of how to keep pets in homes and out of the
shelter. “We want pet ownership to be possible for everyone, not just the affluent,” says our Animal Care Manager, Evan.
Whatever the next 25 years has to throw at the world of animal shelters, we’ll be there to rise to the occasion every time.But that didn’t deter Janet Lyons-Fairbanks and the others who had a vision for the future of animals in Sussex County.

“That shelter was her baby,” said her husband Kevin. “We went through hell back then, but it was her dream of having a
no-kill shelter.” They’d already begun raising funds to purchase a piece of land to build their shelter - but when a local
boarding kennel was put up for sale, it was like fate had answered their call.
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The 2012 rebuild was “a must”
for us to keep rescuing animals.

Before we purchased the building in
1999, the kennel runs had jagged
edges where dogs cut their feet. Now, dogs like Astra enjoy

clean, comfortable kennels
until they’re adopted.

As the world counted down the moments to the new millennium with Y2K ringing in their ears, there was a small group of
people in Sussex County who instead were planning their next fundraiser to build the first no-kill shelter in the county.

The Beginning

Grand Opening
After serious renovations, especially to the kennel areas, the shelter opened under the name “Friends of Animals”
(changed shortly later to “Sussex County Fellowship for Animals” due to copyright issues before we finally settled on
“Father John’s Animal House”, named after the road we are located on). The official Grand Opening was commemorated
with a doggy wedding, with 100 people in attendance. We had already found homes for 200 animals at this point.

For The Animals
Over the years, we have helped rehabilitate and rehome over 8,300 pets. “We come to love them as individuals - that’s
important”, our current Board Member Marilyn said in 2007, and the same is true today. But there have been some
special cases throughout the years that have truly touched our hearts. “She’s been here longer than me,” the director in
2008 said of a cat named Cinnamon - she’d already been at the shelter for 7 years, and this wasn’t her first newspaper
feature. She wasn’t the only one. In 2024, when we are doing so many cat adoptions, it seems incomprehensible that a
cat named Princess Bee who came to us at 7 months old in 2005 didn’t find a home until 2016. True to our mission, no
animal is ever euthanized due to length of stay, so for 11 long years, she got all the medical care and love she could want
until someone finally picked her.

Continuing to Grow
And the rest is history - or it could have been, but adaptability has always been one of our strongest attributes. When
the 2012 renovations took place, we were already well-known as an adoption facility for cats and dogs. Although the
needs of 1999 Sussex County had been met, the world keeps turning, and each day we face more challenges in animal
welfare. As early as 2008 we were helping with hoarding cases - of which sadly we still are called to help with today.

No pet is euthanized for a treatable medical condition either - our most recent miracle, puppy parvo survivor Hope, is a
testament to that. But before Hope, there was Casey, an 8-month old puppy with hip dysplasia in both hips. Without
expensive surgery, she would have no quality of life, so there was no question - the surgery had to happen. Within six
months, not only had we raised the money, but she had both surgeries and was able to recover in a foster home before
finding her forever home a year later. That’s the power of Father John’s.

And if you’re wondering about Cinnamon, the cat who had been at the shelter longer than even the director, don’t worry.
After that plea in 2008, she went home a few weeks later. “The story of Father John’s itself as an organization is that of
the underdog,” says Garret. “Every chance we have to help another underdog tell their story, we’ll always rise to the
occasion. To stand behind the forgotten - we all take pride in that.”

In 1999, there were no animal shelters in Sussex County, only pounds in which an animal would be euthanized after the
mandated 7-day stray hold, as a news article from the time explains that “euthanasia is part of the job”. The community
didn’t seem optimistic; the Fredon shelter had recently closed after 24 years, and the idea of a “no-kill” shelter was still
somewhat new. “I don’t know how you’re going to have a no-kill shelter filled with animals that are too old,” a woman at
the time said. “The kindest thing you can do is put them down.” I only wish that she could see my own dog, adopted
from FJAH as a senior in 2020, and still thriving, or the countless senior and medically fragile pets who have found
loving homes in the past 25 years.

But just two years later, “ANIMAL SHELTER MAY BE FORCED TO CLOSE” was plastered on the front page newspaper,
explaining that the impact of 9/11 had caused donations to nearly cease, and the unforeseen capital expenses to the 30-
year old building were taking a toll. Nine days later, the same paper read, “ APPEAL OF ANIMAL SHELTER ANSWERED BY
COMMUNITY.” In 2012, when we had to completely rebuild the old, deteriorating building “to start a new chapter in
FJAH history,” as our caretaker Leon says, the community once again stood behind us. “We had one large capital
campaign donation, but everything else was small, individual donations from local people,” our Board Chair, Peggy
recalls. We have always had the support of our community, which is why we are so proud to support you in return.

As animals continue to flood into shelters across the country, we realized we needed to be proactive in addressing pet
homelessness, and in 2022 we launched a fundraiser to construct a low-cost spay/neuter clinic. Just a few months later,
we were fully operating, and have neutered over 2,200 pets since then. With our newest program, Lean on Leon,
distributing surplus pet food to local food pantries, we never stop thinking of how to keep pets in homes and out of the
shelter. “We want pet ownership to be possible for everyone, not just the affluent,” says our Animal Care Manager, Evan.
Whatever the next 25 years has to throw at the world of animal shelters, we’ll be there to rise to the occasion every time.But that didn’t deter Janet Lyons-Fairbanks and the others who had a vision for the future of animals in Sussex County.

“That shelter was her baby,” said her husband Kevin. “We went through hell back then, but it was her dream of having a
no-kill shelter.” They’d already begun raising funds to purchase a piece of land to build their shelter - but when a local
boarding kennel was put up for sale, it was like fate had answered their call.

The FJAH Surgery Team

Casey
HopePrincess Bee

The 2012 rebuild was “a must”
for us to keep rescuing animals.

Before we purchased the building in
1999, the kennel runs had jagged
edges where dogs cut their feet. Now, dogs like Astra enjoy

clean, comfortable kennels
until they’re adopted.

As the world counted down the moments to the new millennium with Y2K ringing in their ears, there was a small group of
people in Sussex County who instead were planning their next fundraiser to build the first no-kill shelter in the county.

The Beginning

Grand Opening
After serious renovations, especially to the kennel areas, the shelter opened under the name “Friends of Animals”
(changed shortly later to “Sussex County Fellowship for Animals” due to copyright issues before we finally settled on
“Father John’s Animal House”, named after the road we are located on). The official Grand Opening was commemorated
with a doggy wedding, with 100 people in attendance. We had already found homes for 200 animals at this point.

For The Animals
Over the years, we have helped rehabilitate and rehome over 8,300 pets. “We come to love them as individuals - that’s
important”, our current Board Member Marilyn said in 2007, and the same is true today. But there have been some
special cases throughout the years that have truly touched our hearts. “She’s been here longer than me,” the director in
2008 said of a cat named Cinnamon - she’d already been at the shelter for 7 years, and this wasn’t her first newspaper
feature. She wasn’t the only one. In 2024, when we are doing so many cat adoptions, it seems incomprehensible that a
cat named Princess Bee who came to us at 7 months old in 2005 didn’t find a home until 2016. True to our mission, no
animal is ever euthanized due to length of stay, so for 11 long years, she got all the medical care and love she could want
until someone finally picked her.

Continuing to Grow
And the rest is history - or it could have been, but adaptability has always been one of our strongest attributes. When
the 2012 renovations took place, we were already well-known as an adoption facility for cats and dogs. Although the
needs of 1999 Sussex County had been met, the world keeps turning, and each day we face more challenges in animal
welfare. As early as 2008 we were helping with hoarding cases - of which sadly we still are called to help with today.

No pet is euthanized for a treatable medical condition either - our most recent miracle, puppy parvo survivor Hope, is a
testament to that. But before Hope, there was Casey, an 8-month old puppy with hip dysplasia in both hips. Without
expensive surgery, she would have no quality of life, so there was no question - the surgery had to happen. Within six
months, not only had we raised the money, but she had both surgeries and was able to recover in a foster home before
finding her forever home a year later. That’s the power of Father John’s.

And if you’re wondering about Cinnamon, the cat who had been at the shelter longer than even the director, don’t worry.
After that plea in 2008, she went home a few weeks later. “The story of Father John’s itself as an organization is that of
the underdog,” says Garret. “Every chance we have to help another underdog tell their story, we’ll always rise to the
occasion. To stand behind the forgotten - we all take pride in that.”

In 1999, there were no animal shelters in Sussex County, only pounds in which an animal would be euthanized after the
mandated 7-day stray hold, as a news article from the time explains that “euthanasia is part of the job”. The community
didn’t seem optimistic; the Fredon shelter had recently closed after 24 years, and the idea of a “no-kill” shelter was still
somewhat new. “I don’t know how you’re going to have a no-kill shelter filled with animals that are too old,” a woman at
the time said. “The kindest thing you can do is put them down.” I only wish that she could see my own dog, adopted
from FJAH as a senior in 2020, and still thriving, or the countless senior and medically fragile pets who have found
loving homes in the past 25 years.

But just two years later, “ANIMAL SHELTER MAY BE FORCED TO CLOSE” was plastered on the front page newspaper,
explaining that the impact of 9/11 had caused donations to nearly cease, and the unforeseen capital expenses to the 30-
year old building were taking a toll. Nine days later, the same paper read, “ APPEAL OF ANIMAL SHELTER ANSWERED BY
COMMUNITY.” In 2012, when we had to completely rebuild the old, deteriorating building “to start a new chapter in
FJAH history,” as our caretaker Leon says, the community once again stood behind us. “We had one large capital
campaign donation, but everything else was small, individual donations from local people,” our Board Chair, Peggy
recalls. We have always had the support of our community, which is why we are so proud to support you in return.

As animals continue to flood into shelters across the country, we realized we needed to be proactive in addressing pet
homelessness, and in 2022 we launched a fundraiser to construct a low-cost spay/neuter clinic. Just a few months later,
we were fully operating, and have neutered over 2,200 pets since then. With our newest program, Lean on Leon,
distributing surplus pet food to local food pantries, we never stop thinking of how to keep pets in homes and out of the
shelter. “We want pet ownership to be possible for everyone, not just the affluent,” says our Animal Care Manager, Evan.
Whatever the next 25 years has to throw at the world of animal shelters, we’ll be there to rise to the occasion every time.But that didn’t deter Janet Lyons-Fairbanks and the others who had a vision for the future of animals in Sussex County.

“That shelter was her baby,” said her husband Kevin. “We went through hell back then, but it was her dream of having a
no-kill shelter.” They’d already begun raising funds to purchase a piece of land to build their shelter - but when a local
boarding kennel was put up for sale, it was like fate had answered their call.

The FJAH Surgery Team

Casey
HopePrincess Bee

The 2012 rebuild was “a must”
for us to keep rescuing animals.

Before we purchased the building in
1999, the kennel runs had jagged
edges where dogs cut their feet. Now, dogs like Astra enjoy

clean, comfortable kennels
until they’re adopted.

As the world counted down the moments to the new millennium with Y2K ringing in their ears, there was a small group of
people in Sussex County who instead were planning their next fundraiser to build the first no-kill shelter in the county.

The Beginning

Grand Opening
After serious renovations, especially to the kennel areas, the shelter opened under the name “Friends of Animals”
(changed shortly later to “Sussex County Fellowship for Animals” due to copyright issues before we finally settled on
“Father John’s Animal House”, named after the road we are located on). The official Grand Opening was commemorated
with a doggy wedding, with 100 people in attendance. We had already found homes for 200 animals at this point.

For The Animals
Over the years, we have helped rehabilitate and rehome over 8,300 pets. “We come to love them as individuals - that’s
important”, our current Board Member Marilyn said in 2007, and the same is true today. But there have been some
special cases throughout the years that have truly touched our hearts. “She’s been here longer than me,” the director in
2008 said of a cat named Cinnamon - she’d already been at the shelter for 7 years, and this wasn’t her first newspaper
feature. She wasn’t the only one. In 2024, when we are doing so many cat adoptions, it seems incomprehensible that a
cat named Princess Bee who came to us at 7 months old in 2005 didn’t find a home until 2016. True to our mission, no
animal is ever euthanized due to length of stay, so for 11 long years, she got all the medical care and love she could want
until someone finally picked her.

Continuing to Grow
And the rest is history - or it could have been, but adaptability has always been one of our strongest attributes. When
the 2012 renovations took place, we were already well-known as an adoption facility for cats and dogs. Although the
needs of 1999 Sussex County had been met, the world keeps turning, and each day we face more challenges in animal
welfare. As early as 2008 we were helping with hoarding cases - of which sadly we still are called to help with today.

No pet is euthanized for a treatable medical condition either - our most recent miracle, puppy parvo survivor Hope, is a
testament to that. But before Hope, there was Casey, an 8-month old puppy with hip dysplasia in both hips. Without
expensive surgery, she would have no quality of life, so there was no question - the surgery had to happen. Within six
months, not only had we raised the money, but she had both surgeries and was able to recover in a foster home before
finding her forever home a year later. That’s the power of Father John’s.

And if you’re wondering about Cinnamon, the cat who had been at the shelter longer than even the director, don’t worry.
After that plea in 2008, she went home a few weeks later. “The story of Father John’s itself as an organization is that of
the underdog,” says Garret. “Every chance we have to help another underdog tell their story, we’ll always rise to the
occasion. To stand behind the forgotten - we all take pride in that.”

In 1999, there were no animal shelters in Sussex County, only pounds in which an animal would be euthanized after the
mandated 7-day stray hold, as a news article from the time explains that “euthanasia is part of the job”. The community
didn’t seem optimistic; the Fredon shelter had recently closed after 24 years, and the idea of a “no-kill” shelter was still
somewhat new. “I don’t know how you’re going to have a no-kill shelter filled with animals that are too old,” a woman at
the time said. “The kindest thing you can do is put them down.” I only wish that she could see my own dog, adopted
from FJAH as a senior in 2020, and still thriving, or the countless senior and medically fragile pets who have found
loving homes in the past 25 years.

But just two years later, “ANIMAL SHELTER MAY BE FORCED TO CLOSE” was plastered on the front page newspaper,
explaining that the impact of 9/11 had caused donations to nearly cease, and the unforeseen capital expenses to the 30-
year old building were taking a toll. Nine days later, the same paper read, “ APPEAL OF ANIMAL SHELTER ANSWERED BY
COMMUNITY.” In 2012, when we had to completely rebuild the old, deteriorating building “to start a new chapter in
FJAH history,” as our caretaker Leon says, the community once again stood behind us. “We had one large capital
campaign donation, but everything else was small, individual donations from local people,” our Board Chair, Peggy
recalls. We have always had the support of our community, which is why we are so proud to support you in return.


